[bookmark: _GoBack]COUNTY TREASURER’S ASSOCIATION OF OHIO
Minutes of Association Legislative Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: January 11, 2022
Time & Location: 10:30 A.M via GoTo Meeting

Call to Order: 10:30 a.m. by President Zumbar

Attendance: President Alex Zumbar, Stark Co.; Legislative Committee Co-Chair Dan Talarek, Lorain Co.; Legislative Committee Co-Chair Barney Wright, Warren Co.; Angie Maki-Cliff, Ashtabula Co., Ric Wasserman, Athens Co.; Katherine Kelich; Belmont Co.; Nancy Nix, Butler Co.; Robin Edwards, Champaign Co.; Scott Zumbrink, Dark Co.; Vickie Myers, Defiance Co.; Donald Rankey, Jr., and Ric Karr Delaware Co.; Cheryl Brooks-Sullivan, Vicky Troy, Jim Holmes, Hugh Cade and James Reese, Franklin Co.; Char Lee, Fulton Co.; Jill Schiller, Hamilton Co.; Diane Sargent, Hocking Co.; Michael Zuren, Lake Co.; Lindsay Webb, Lucas Co.; John Burke, Medina Co.; Dave Wolters, Mercer Co.; Lou Ann Wannamacher, Paulding Co.; Ellery Elick, Pickaway Co.; Brad Cromes, Portage Co.; Bart Hamilton, Richland Co.; Sam Lamancusa, Trumbull Co.; Andy Smarra, Union Co.; and Kellie Gray, Williams Co. 

CTAO Executive Director Kevin Futryk, Sheila Fox and Julia Wynn from Government Advantage Group were also present.

Approval of Minutes:
[bookmark: _Hlk63767433]President Zumbar asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Committee’s December 14, 2021 meeting. Pres. Zumbar made the motion. Second by Treasurer Cromes. Motion passed unanimously. 

Legislative Report:
Chairman Talarek welcomed attendees and stated that he felt that this is one of the larger attendance to the meeting.  He emphasized the importance of the committee and its members’ participation and attendance to meetings.    

Chairman Talarek turned the meeting over to Mr. Kevin Futryk (hereinafter Kevin).

For the newly elected treasurers, Kevin advised of the process of how the meetings proceed, the determination of the priorities that they try to implement and the position taken by the Committee.  

Kevin reported on the following bills:

HB 126 (Property Values) -  This is a bill that CTAO was monitoring and then became an opponent of the bill.  The Senate made some changes to the bill with respect to public body input into the Board of Revision process.  As a result, the CAAO and CCAO became an opponent which the CTAO did as well.  A letter was co-signed with the CCAO and CAAO and sent in December to the Senate expressing the concern with this measure.  Despite those concerns the full Senate passed the bill.  The bill is waiting for House concurrence of the Senate Amendments.  Association members have been asked to continue to contact their House members and ask that they not concur on the Senate amendments and send this back to a conference committee. The three organizations have had some additional outreach with House leadership.  There is no direction indicated.  The Sponsor would like to see the bill approved.  There is a number of Senators that have heard from their county officials and they are now concerned and are urging House leadership not to approve and send this back to conference for further consideration.  

HB 326 (County Treasurer term in office).  Kevin and Julia Wynn (hereinafter Julia) have met with the majority if not all of the members where the bill has been referred.  They have heard from one member that stated that they supported the measure although the reasons may differ.  They educated all of the other members on why the term of office for Treasurers is what it is.  They had met with the Chair to discuss the bill, which was previously reported in December.  The Chair has not been asked for sponsor testimony on the bill.  If asked, he will provide such testimony but that is likely it.  It was urged for the Association members to keep the pressure on the House members to remind them why the CTAO opposes the bill.  

HB 412 (address for mailing tax complaints) – CTAO was initially monitoring but, after conversations with the Auditors and Commissioners, it was realized the burden of mailing the complaints and appeals to parties at the cost of the counties.  The three organizations met with Rep. Stolzfus regarding the procedures that are in place which he was not aware/informed of those procedures.  This matter became an issue as a glitch was discovered in the Board of Revision that had something on the state website that could have directed someone to a wrong address.  That link has since been removed from the website.  All of this information was presented to Rep. Stolzfus back in December.  There has been no word of whether or not he plans to pursue the bill.  If he does pursue it, all three organizations will be opposed to the bill.  This became an issue in Stark County wherein an individual’s attorney filed a complaint, filed with the wrong address and the appeal was processed.    

SB 15 (fiscal officer liability) – This bill is the parallel iteration to SB 115 that passed regarding OPCS.  They have met with members of the House State and Local Government Committee and the Chairman to try to get this bill heard.  State and Local Government Committee is the place for all controversial issues of the House.  We are hoping the Chairman will have hearings to clear some of the other bills out of the deck early in this session.  They continue to reach out to the Chairman, as well as, the Municipal League, the Township Association, colleges and universities and the libraries.  All of the entities that are involved have been contacted and asked them to contact the Chair as well and ask for future hearings.  

SB 115 (OPCS liability) – Signed by the Governor on December 1st and becomes effective February 28th.  

Julia reported on the following bills:

HB 522 (real property confidentiality notice) – The requirement for County Treasurers on this bill are similar to current law for situations wherein the Treasurer would redact personal property information.  The Current law for residential and familial information exempts judges, prosecuting attorneys but this bill will allow for spouses, former spouses and children to file the real property confidentiality notices for those properties, in addition to, any other public service worker that can already lawfully make the request.  This law would provide that Treasurers would have five days to bring those records into compliance.  

Treasurer Lamancusa noted that when using the US Post office, bulk mailing, he has experienced that the bills are returned due to insufficient mailing address.  

HB 297 (firearm industry non-discrimination act) – The LC decided to monitor this bill at the last hearing.  The legislation prevents any governmental entity from entering into a contract with any company that discriminates against a firearm company.  “Discrimination” is not described in the bill.  Each county treasurer, before entering into a contract, would have to verify that there is no internal policy that discriminates and that the company will not discriminate against any firearm company while in contract with the County.  Ohio Bankers League has brought CTAO’s attention to this bill.  Ohio Bankers league is opposed to the bill due to unnecessary governmental intervention in private business.  LSC analysis says that this possibly violates home rule.  The intent is to get ahead of any potential large financial institutions limiting investments from these companies which was prompted by comments from some banking executives at the federal level.  Texas has enacted a bill similar to this.  There is no concern that this bill is needed.  This had a second hearing on December 9, 2021.  This may be something that will be brought to the committee based upon the request of the Banker’s League.  As of right now, the CTAO will continue to monitor.  

SB 112 (Broad Land Bank Reform) – This bill is supported by the Land Bank Association.  This bill ran out of time in the last general assembly and has been reintroduced.  The Land Bank Association has been working with LC to make sure that we approve all the changes that would impact the operations in the bill.  There are no opponents right now.  There has been some request for updating the language to make things more efficient.  The bill has not been moved out of Senate Committee.  There has not been a hearing on this for a while.  CTAO will continue to monitor.  

SB 212 (Changes to Foreclosure Sales) – This bill encourages the use of online auctions.  It shortens the bidding for online auctions.  It requires the Treasurer to use the County Auditor’s value instead of an appraisal.  This was discussed at the Fall Conference as Tony Fiore from Kegler Brown Hill and Ritter and another individual spoke of this bill and made a presentation.  This has been introduced through several GAs but CTAO was specifically approached by Tony for support on this.  CTAO has reached out to the Sheriff’s Association on this bill. CTAO is monitoring at this time.  

HB 340 (unclaimed funds) - Representative Merrin has several changes to unclaimed funds law.  That has passed the House and is now in the Senate.  

HB 255 (Delinquency Publication) – Representative Lipps has a bill that allows for the second publication of the county delinquent tax list to be posted online rather than the newspaper.  There has been no hearing since October.  There is support from CAAO and CCAO.  News Media Association is opposed to the bill. 

Kevin advised that there has not been a lot of activity since the December meeting because the House and Senate were in their Christmas recess.  The House and the Senate are scheduled to come back next week.  Both were to return this week but staff have been working remotely due to COVID.  

It is the hopes that the Committee will start to be more active.  

Julia advised that the Legislature have a few things that they need to address in the next few months.  They have to pass a capital budget renewing the capital appropriations for the state agencies and the local projects in communities.  They also have the second round of AARPA dollars that they need to appropriate quickly before they recess to campaign.

New Business

Kevin noted that the seasoned members of the committee may remember a year and a half ago the CTAO was asked by the Ohio Land Bank Association to file an Amicus Brief before the Supreme Court on their behalf on a case with respect to BOR issues.  Mark Dann had filed a suit and was challenging the process with respect to valuations of properties.  We did receive an email in December from Gus Frangos to us, the CCAO and CAAO which Kevin read to the Committee which included the request that the CTAO file the Amicus Brief at no cost to the CTAO.  Because of the timing and the end of the year, Kevin took this matter to the Executive Committee which voted to file the Amicus Brief as long it was jointly filed with the CCAO and CAAO.  The Commissioners have agreed.  The Auditors are meeting today or tomorrow.  It is expected that they will also join in the filing.  

Treasurer Lamancusa added that this is the second Amicus Brief that has been worked on with the Ohio Land Bank Association, the first being successful.  He has been asked to speak with the Recorder’s Association as they wish to support this action as well.  He will continue to update the CTAO on this matter.  

Treasurer Cromes raised a question regarding a conversation last year pertaining to delinquent purchaser’s at Sheriff’s Sales, was there any legislation regarding this matter?  Julia advised that this was something that they have yet to hear back from Sheriff’s Association about but she will follow up with them again.  

Treasurer Cromes brought up the continuing efforts to keep the contact with the Mobile Home Association regarding mobile home legislation.  For the newer treasurers, he explained the difficulties with collection, the low value properties and high value enforcement.  Kevin stated that, at the end of the year, he followed up with Matt Whitehead who is the lobbyist with the Mobile Home Association reminding him that their legal counsel said that she would craft some language to share with us.  Kevin advised him that we had not received that yet, wanting him to follow up with her as we are still interested in pursuing the changes.  

Treasurer Cromes advised there is a Mobile Home Committee for anyone is interested in joining the Committee.  

Ric Karr of the Delaware County Treasurer’s Office raised an issued that they had applied to the Department of Taxation for the insert in their tax bill.  On the back of that insert, it was blank so they wanted to include information on Veteran’s Services for Delaware County.  When they applied for the approval they were denied.  This was general information as to a telephone number and email address for Veteran’s Services for Veterans or family members.  They would like to see lobbying efforts to put information in the tax bill like that or for critical services.  After clarification, Treasurer Lamancusa suggested that he may be able to include a flier just from the Veteran’s Services.  Treasurer Cromes indicated that he believes that it has to be directly related to property taxes but it is worth the conversation.  Treasurer Burke that has multiple inserts but they are tied to the tax bill.  However, Treasurer Burke was advised by the Department of Taxation, if the Commissioners would agree to it, the Department of Taxation would allow it.  However, that conversation was held years ago.  Treasurer Sargent indicated that he may be able to include information for the Homestead as disabled veteran.

Treasurer Lamancusa reiterated that people that have delinquent taxes should be prohibited to bid at tax foreclosure sales.  The legislation has to also address the issue that, if a delinquent tax purchaser cannot buy, they will simply put the property in someone else’s name which does not resolve the issue.  In Trumbull County, these property ultimately become the property of the Land Bank.  Kevin indicated that he will once again contact the Sheriff’s Association regarding this matter.  
 
Chairman Talarek advised that the next meeting is scheduled on February 8, 2022 tentatively.  If there is no activity, this meeting may not proceed but Kevin will advise the Committee.  

Ellery Elick, on a personal note, thanked everyone that had sent cards, emails, telephones calls, etc. for the recent passing of his wife.  

Pres. Zumbar moved to adjourn. Treasurer Zumbrink seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjourned 11.45 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,


Katherine Kelich, Belmont County Treasurer
CTAO Secretary
