COUNTY TREASURER’S ASSOCIATION OF OHIO
Minutes of Association Legislative Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: February 8, 2022
Time & Location: 10:30 A.M via GoTo Meeting

Call to Order: 10:30 a.m. by President Zumbar

Attendance: President Alex Zumbar, Stark Co.; Legislative Committee Co-Chair Dan Talarek, Lorain Co.; Legislative Committee Co-Chair Barney Wright, Warren Co.; Denise Althauser, Hardin Co.; Cheryl Brooks Sullivan and Hugh Cade, Franklin Co.; John Burke, Medina Co,; Brad Cromes, Portage Co.; Robin Edwards, Champaign Co.; Ellery Elick, Pickaway Co; Bart Hamilton, Richland Co,; Char Lee, Fulton Co.; Mike Midgen, Summit Co.; Vickie Myers, Defiance Co.; Nancy Nix, Butler Co.; Diane Sargent, Hocking Co.; Andrew Smarra, Union Co.; Ric Wasserman, Athens Co.; Lindsay Webb, Lucas Co.; J. Steve Welton, Hancock Co.; Dave Wolters, Mercer Co.; Katherine Kelich; Belmont Co.; Jill Schiller, Hamilton Co.; Vicki Sefsick, Harrison Co.; Caleb Stidham, Erie Co.; Angie Maki-Cliff, Ashtabula Co.; Don Yemma, Mahoning Co.; Donald Rankey, Jr., Delaware Co.; and Kellie Gray, Williams Co. 

CTAO Executive Director Kevin Futryk, Sheila Fox and Julia Wynn from Government Advantage Group were also present.

Approval of Minutes:
[bookmark: _Hlk63767433]President Zumbar asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Committee’s January 11, 2022, meeting. Treasurer Elick made the motion. Second by Treasurer Sargent. Motion passed unanimously. 

Legislative Report:
Chairman Talarek turned the meeting over to Mr. Kevin Futryk (hereinafter Kevin) and Ms. Julia Wynn (hereinafter Julia).

Kevin advised that there has not been a lot of legislative activity on our bills because the General Assembly has been involved in the redistricting issue which is the priority for the congressional district deadline of February 10th.  

Kevin reported on the following bills:

HB 126 (Property Values) -  They did share with the committee the LSC’s analysis of the language in the bill.  They have been working with CAAO and CCAO on this.  As of last week, there has not been any signal from house leadership as to what they plan to do with this bill.  

 

HB 326 (County Treasurer term in office).  There is nothing new to report.  Kevin reiterated that, if asked by Rep. Fowler-Arthur, House State & Local Government committee Chair Wiggam will give the bill a hearing.  Chair Wiggam has not been asked yet and he has hearings tomorrow and this bill is not on.  

HB 412 (address for mailing tax complaints) – Kevin shared information with Rep. Stolzfus in terms of what information is available on the Auditor’s website for people that may be filing an appeal which he will evaluate.  He will let us know whether or not he is going to consider moving the bill further.  

SB 15 (fiscal officer liability) – Kevin advised that the proponent hearing is tomorrow where he will be testifying.  Kevin has been advised that there will be written testimony from the municipal league, the townships, the auditors, the community colleges and the libraries.  Chair Wiggam was willing to move the bill quickly as long as there was no opposition.  We are not aware of any opposition to this bill . 

SB 112 (Broad Land Bank Reform) – This bill was amended and voted out of Committee and hopefully will be on the floor soon.  The CTAO is a proponent to that bill.  

During the OCCO call, there was a discussion about revisiting the priority bills of each Associations.  The CTAO only had SB 15 and SB 115.  We have asked to add 326 and it was decided by OCCO leadership that they did not want to engage in this bill.  

They did circulate to the Manufactured Homes Committee a poll to try to schedule the next meeting with the Ohio Manufactured Homes Association.  Kevin is not sure that all of the committee members have responded.  He asked that if anyone is on the committee and has not responded, please respond.  

Kevin reminded the Committee that we joined in an Amicus Brief filing with the OCCO and CCAO.   The CTAO has been asked to be part of a second Amicus Brief which is part of another Supreme Court filing but is a class action law suit that Marc Dann has filed.  We have been asked to join with the other two associations.   This will be brought to the Executive Committee for the authority to join in that filing.  Kevin read the email to the association as to the details.  Kevin also read an email from Gus Frangos providing additional information that this involves the Land Bank.  

Treasurer Cromes and Chairman Talarek stated their support of the brief.  
Julia reported on the following bills:

HB 51 (adjustment of Property value for damaged/destroyed) – This bill became the vehicle of the extension of the remote meeting authority for local public bodies.  That extends that authority through June 30.  The Senate passed it a couple of weeks ago.  This was because of the rise of Omicrom at the time, hearing from local governments in their regions and state agencies.  However, we are awaiting the House to concur on this bill.  Once the House concurs it will go to the Governor and be effective immediately.  

HB 93 (Secretary of State confidentiality program) This bill did pass the Senate and the House concurred on that in late January.  The Senate did add accommodations for legislators primary signature gathering efforts because of the uncertainty with the State House maps.  It is effective as of January 28, the date signed by the Governor, because of the emergency clause.  

HB 522 (real property confidentiality notice) – There was concerns raised by the CCAO and Recorders.  Small parts of the bills were an issue for example the requirement to use fictious names, the desire of the sponsor to create consistency.  The Recorders are concerned that they have to actively send a new form every five years in order for them to renew the confidentiality notice.    They will continue to monitor the bill.  

HB 546 (Reduction for Seniors) - Rep. Grendell.  Allowing local governments to establish a property tax reduction for Seniors.  This is just an intent by her to give Seniors a break on their taxes.  There are other bills that are similar to this bill.  These bills are being pushed due to campaign season.  This is the only bill that relates to property taxes.  

SB 19 (property exemption for wetlands) - Last year the association was tracking this bill.  The Ways and Means Committee had added other property tax related provisions.  For example it requires the tax commissioner to periodically assess the eligibility of property for Homestead exemptions.  It also changes the content and the format of property tax rates statements which is something that he sought our advise on as well as the auditors.  Those provisions are still in Senate Bill 19.  We have been waiting for the House to appoint their conferees to that conference committee because the Senate agree not to concur on that bill because of other provisions.  The House did finally appoint their conferees.  

Kevin advised that Sheila had sent out an email survey to the LC about in-person versus virtual meetings.  Sheila advised that there was a glitch in the system that deleted options.  Sheila encouraged everyone that had recently completed the survey to go back on and edit or re-enter their survey to ensure that we have an accurate count as to the attendance to the meetings.  

Old Business

Chairman Talarek brought up an email from Julia regarding continuing education reporting.  Chairman Talarek noted that Auditor’s Credits are not updated every conference or even every year.  The website indicates that there are no hours since 2020 recorded.  Kevin spoke with Denise Carr and Dave Thompson from the State Auditor’s Office about the need to put these hours online and mirror the State Treasurer’s Office as to the reporting.  The issues are an internal issue on the reporting.  These conversations will be attempted again.

Treasurer Elick inquired if the receipt of the email that the hours have been approved is sufficient.  Kevin reiterated that the email receipt is sufficient but each Treasurer can contact Denise Carr to inquire of the total hours on record.  

Treasurer Wright moved to adjourn. Treasurer Cromes seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjourned 11:00 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,


Katherine Kelich, Belmont County Treasurer
CTAO Secretary
