COUNTY TREASURER’S ASSOCIATION OF OHIO
Minutes of Association Legislative Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: April 12, 2022
Time & Location: 10:30 A.M in person at Marriott Columbus Northwest, Dublin, Ohio

Call to Order: 10:30 a.m. by President Zumbar

Attendance in person: President Alex Zumbar, Stark Co.; Legislative Committee Co-Chair Dan Talarek, Lorain Co.; Lisa Dawson, Lorain Co.; Denise Althauser, Hardin Co.; Hugh Cade, Franklin Co,; Tony DiMenna, Hamilton, Co.; Robin Edwards, Champaign Co.; Ellery Elick, Pickaway Co.; Bart Hamilton, Richland Co.; Andrew Smarra, Union Co.; Scott Zumbrink, Darke Co.; Katherine Kelich; Belmont Co.; Caleb Stidham, Erie Co.; John McManus, Montgomery Co.; Angie Maki-Cliff, Ashtabula Co.; Donald Rankey, Jr., Doug Crew and Ric Karr, Delaware Co.; Lou Ann Wannemacher, Paulding Co.; Kellie Gray, Williams Co., CTAO Executive Director Kevin Futryk and Julia Wynn from Government Advantage Group.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendance via GoToMeeting:  Legislative Committee Co-Chair Barney Wright, Warren Co.; Cheryl Brooks Sullivan and Jim Holmes, Franklin Co.; John Burke, Medina Co.; Brad Cromes, Portage Co.; Char Lee, Fulton Co.; Mike Midgen, Summit, Co.; Nancy Nix, Butler Co.; Diane Sargent, Hocking Co.; Ric Wasserman, Athens Co.; Lindsay Webb, Lucas Co.; J. Steve Welton, Hancock Co.; Dave Wolters, Mercer Co.; Jill Schiller, Hamilton Co.; Vicki Sefsick, Harrison Co.; Dan Yemma, Mahoning Co.; Lou Ann Wannemacher, Paulding Co., Michael Zuren, Lake Co.

Each person introduced himself/herself. 

Approval of Minutes:
[bookmark: _Hlk63767433]President Zumbar asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Committee’s March 8, 2022, meeting. Treasurer Elick made the motion. Second by Treasurer Althauser. Motion passed unanimously. 

Legislative Report:
Chairman Talarek turned the meeting over to Mr. Kevin Futryk (hereinafter Kevin) and Ms. Julia Wynn (hereinafter Julia).

Julia advised of the continuing priority of the statehouse redistricting maps.  Statehouse candidates are not on the May 3rd primary ballot as of right now despite the fact that the legislature has not taken any formal action to remove them from the ballot.  The date being discussed for that primary is August 2nd, however, the authority is needed to determine that date.   There is a Federal Case that is proceeding right now, for which April 20, 2022 has been set as the date by which that court will intervene to finalize a primary.  There is still uncertainty around that issue.  The Congressional offices are proceeding on the May 3rd ballot but there is a court case that briefs were just filed to argue that those districts should be stayed.  Discussions held.  

Kevin reported on the following bills:

HB 126 (Property Values) -  The language, from the Auditor’s perspective, is the best deal that they could get.  They did not get closing the LLC loophole which they were trying to accomplish.  The problem with the LLC loophole is on commercial properties, the investment group will be in the name of a LLC then the transfer of ownership of the LLC which the County will not know the sale price of the property.  President Huffman would not agree to that change.  There was also frustration that the School Boards Association and Municipalities were not advocating on their behalf.  

HB 326 (County Treasurer term in office).  There is still no sponsor hearing requested at this time.  Several co-sponsors will not support it going forward as they simply did not understand the issue until CTAO members advised them of their opposition. 

HB 412 (address for mailing tax complaints) – There is still no request for an additional hearing and there is no indication that this bill will be moving forward.  

SB 15 (fiscal officer liability) – This has been approved by the House.  Senator Wilson was not at the last session of the Senate.  We spoke to his office.  He will, once they come back after the May primary, ask for concurrence for the changes the House made.  

SB 112 (Broad Land Bank Reform) – This bill had another hearing in the House Ways and Means Committee on March 29, 2022.  

HB 123 (CRA Reform Legislation) - There was a fifth hearing last week.  The CCAO provided interested party testimony.  Basically, they supported some of the provisions that they were able to get in there.  However, there are still some issues with the bill such as CRAs under the bill can be potentially unlimited and CCAO wants a maximum of 10 years and then require a renewal.  There are a couple of other things in the bill.  However, negotiations are over.  There may be small changes.  The sponsor indicated that he has made some concessions.  School Boards are still opposed to the bill.  It is expected this version will move before summer recess.  

Federally Subsidized Housing Study Committee - We are also tracking in partnership with the CAAO the federally subsidized housing study committee.  They have one more meeting and then they have to make their report or recommendations by July 1st.  The CAAO and the CCAO provided testimony at the last hearing regarding the loss of tax dollars.  There was recommendations to use a capitalization rate similar to CAUV.  The Commissioners would support the value being set at the construction value or take into account the tax credits for the property. 

Clerk of Courts Legislative Issue - A concept was previously circulated that the Clerk of Courts wanted to be included in SB15 that dealt with point of sale contracts and unbid contracts for those types of software/hardware services.  CTAO opposed its inclusion in SB 15 as did Senator Wilson at the time.  Clerk of Courts approached the CTAO again with some proposed legislation that would be a standalone bill that would take care of it.  There was misrepresentation that all members of OCCO supported this bill.  Kevin reached out to the lobbyist and advised that is not the case.  The language has been provided of which Page 7 of the bill was read aloud by Kevin.  

Because Treasurer Zuren had this issue in Lake County, Kevin asked him to speak to the LC regarding this issue.  He spoke to the Clerk of Courts about the issue a few months ago.  There was a competitive bid process for all departments for the County that he believed went well.  There were a few complaints from the Clerk of Courts that there were not enough choices.  However, the process overall went well and he spoke to all parties involved.  He has spoken with Representative Jamie Callender who drafted the language.  Because the process went well, he would be opposed to any changes to the process.  There was open communication in the process.  

Pres. Zumbar stated and outlined the current responsibility of the Treasurer acting as the administrative agent for the competitive bid.  There is no requirement for county offices to change any vendor that was established prior to 1998.  Multiple vendors can be chosen for the office holder to utilize.  This helps keep the convenience fee under control for a three year period of time and to ensure that it is PCI compliant.  Discussions held.  

Chairman Talarek believes that the CTAO should oppose this legislation.

Motion for CTAO to take the position to oppose the legislation at this time made by Pres. Zumbar.  Treasurer Hamilton seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

It was noted that Rep. Callender was not going to move this legislation unless all interested parties agree.  

Old Business

Treasurer Rankey advised of the status of the request by his County Auditor’s Office during his audit regarding the daily reconciliation of the investments.  Treasurer Rankey contacted Attorney General Yost to inquire if there has ever been a legal opinion which he was advised there was not.  After two weeks of issues with the Commissioners and the Prosecutor which were detailed in the meeting, the Delaware County Prosecutor issued an opinion regarding this matter which was distributed to the LC.  After the Prosecutor’s opinion was reviewed, the County Auditor advised that he is no longer pursuing this issue.  

New Business
Due to the technical difficulties such as distortion and feedback that were experience during this meeting, Pres. Zumbar recommended to Chairman Talarek that the LC meet fully in person going forward.  Chairman Talarek agrees with the recommendation.  The caveat that if COVID becomes an issue once again or if there is no movement by the House or Senate, then meeting in person can be readdressed.  The next meeting of the LC is at the conference in May.  

Treasurer Smarra voiced his disapproval of the TIF statutes.  Treasurer Smarra described the issue that he currently has in Marysville with the TIF.  Discussions held. 

President Zumbar moved to adjourn. Treasurer Kelich seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjourned 11:33 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,


Katherine Kelich, Belmont County Treasurer
CTAO Secretary
