COUNTY TREASURER’S ASSOCIATION OF OHIO
Minutes of Association Legislative Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: August 9, 2022
Location: GoTo Meeting

Call to Order: 10:30 a.m. by President Zumbar

Attendance: President Alex Zumbar, Stark Co.; Legislative Committee Co-Chair Dan Talarek, Lorain Co.; Legislative Committee Co-Chair Barney Wright, Warren Co.; Denise Althauser, Hardin Co.; Cheryl Brooks Sullivan, James Holmes and Hugh Cade, Franklin Co.; John Burke, Medina Co.;  Robin Edwards, Champaign Co.; Ellery Elick, Pickaway Co.; Char Lee, Fulton Co.; Vickie Myers, Defiance Co.; Mike Midgen, Summit, Co.; Diane Sargent, Hocking Co.; Ric Wasserman, Athens Co.; Lindsay Webb, Lucas Co.; J. Steve Welton, Hancock Co.; Dave Wolters, Mercer Co.; Scott Zumbrink, Darke Co.; Katherine Kelich; Belmont Co.; Jill Schiller, Hamilton Co., Vicki Sefsick, Harrison Co.; Caleb Stidham, Erie Co.; John McManus, Montgomery Co.; Angie Maki-Cliff, Ashtabula Co.; Dan Yemma, Mahoning Co.; Donald Rankey, Jr., Delaware Co.; Joe Fantozzi, Summit Co.; CTAO Executive Director Kevin Futryk, Julia Wynn from Government Advantage Group and Sheila Fox.

Approval of Minutes:
President Zumbar asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Committee’s June 14, 2022, meeting. Treasurer Wright made the motion. Second by Treasurer Talarek. Motion passed unanimously. 

Legislative Report:
Chairman Talarek turned the meeting over to Mr. Kevin Futryk (hereinafter Kevin) and Ms. Julia Wynn (hereinafter Julia).

Kevin advised there were two items on the agenda to discuss.  

HB 422 (Unpaid city water/sewer/disposal fees) – In June, a subcommittee was formed and developed a list of concerns that we had with the HB.  The Subcommittee met with Rep. Fraizer, the sponsor of the bill, last month to discuss the concerns.  The meeting went well.  Rep. Fraizer is willing to consider the three changes that we are requesting.  Those concerns were: 
1. Remove the immediate language as it was explained to him that the disbursement was twice a year and this would need to be on the same schedule;
2.  Remove the language requiring the Treasurers to collect the disposal and sewer fees as separate payments;
3.  It would require the municipalities to make a good faith effort to try to collect these fees at least three times.  
Julia sent out to this committee a request of a ballpark figure of the amount of dollars in liens in each county.  The response was shared with Rep. Fraizer’s office and Senate Committee Chair Theresa Gavarone’s Office.  There were 14 counties that provided the information and there was vast disparity but the average of the survey was 4.5 million dollars in municipal liens.  

Subcommittee members confirmed that the summary of the meeting was accurate and felt it was a good meeting.  Discussions held.  
Julia advised that the CAAO reiterated that they are willing to support the CTAO on our amendment requests.    

Amicus Brief – Attorney Stephen Funk with Roetzel & Andress, LPA has reached out to us requesting that we file an amicus brief regarding a situation in Cuyahoga County.  The CAAO has agreed to file a joint amicus brief with the CTAO if we choose to file.  

Motion made to file the amicus brief by Treasurer Welton.  Motion seconded by Treasurer Wright.  Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business

No old business presented.  

New Business
No new business presented.  

Treasurer Wright moved to adjourn. Treasurer Burke seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjourned 10:45 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,


Katherine Kelich, Belmont County Treasurer
CTAO Secretary
