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Minutes of Association Legislative Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: October 25, 2022
Time & Location: 10:30 A.M in person at Marriott Columbus Northwest, Dublin, Ohio

Call to Order: 10:30 a.m. by President Zumbar

Attendance: President Alex Zumbar, Stark Co.; Legislative Committee Co-Chair Dan Talarek, Lorain Co.; Lisa Dawson, Lorain Co Legislative Committee Co-Chair Barney Wright, Warren Co.; Denise Althauser, Hardin Co.; Cheryl Brooks Sullivan, James Holmes and Hugh Cade, Franklin Co.; John Burke, Medina Co.;  Robin Edwards, Champaign Co.; Ellery Elick, Pickaway Co.; Bart Hamilton, Richland Co., Mike Midgen, Summit, Co.; Diane Sargent, Hocking Co.; Andrew Smarra, Union Co.; Katherine Kelich; Belmont Co.; Jill Schiller, Hamilton Co.; Caleb Stidham, Erie Co.; John McManus, Montgomery Co.; Angie Maki-Cliff, Ashtabula Co.;  Brittany Drnek, Ashtabula Co.; Donald Rankey, Jr., Delaware Co.; Doug Crew, Delaware Co.; Rick Carr, Delaware Co.; CTAO Executive Director Kevin Futryk, Julia Wynn from Government Advantage Group and Sheila Fox.

Approval of Minutes:
President Zumbar asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Committee’s August 9, 2022, meeting. Treasurer Sargent made the motion. Second by Treasurer Elick. Motion passed unanimously. 

Legislative Report:
Chairman Talarek turned the meeting over to Mr. Kevin Futryk (hereinafter Kevin) and Ms. Julia Wynn (hereinafter Julia).

Kevin and Julia reported on the following:

HB 422 (Unpaid city water/sewer/disposal fees) – Julia reviewed the bill and the concerns which resulted in a subcommittee being formed.  She then summarized the meeting the subcommittee had with Rep. Fraizer in August to address the concerns with the bill.  As conveyed in a recent email, all of the proposed language and amendments proposed by the CTAO were agreed upon by Rep. Fraizer with the exception of the fees for reimbursement of collection expenses.  Rep. Frazier raised a possible constitutional question as to why that fee cannot be collected and the opposition that this would raise with other interested parties that may impede the movement of the bill.  Kevin indicated that Rep. Fraizer was not specific on what the constitutional question was and thought it might be related to Home Rule authority of municipalities, i.e. the legislature cannot impose a fee for local governments to pay for collection, they may authorize it.  Julia suggested that given the sponsor was not supportive of that proposal, there was already opposition to the bill and likely will be additional opposition to our proposed amendments, and the short timeline of Lame Duck, that it may be better to wait until next General Assembly to pursue the fee when the Association would have more time and could secure a sponsor who will be a stronger advocate for the CTAO’s proposed fee.  She also mentioned that we could use updated data from counties on quantities of municipal delinquencies to prove to the Legislature that the good faith effort provisions were not enough and had not addressed the problem to further justify a fee.    

President Zumbar suggested that bond counsel should review the legality of this bill based upon bond language.  

Discussions held.  Continued concerns were raised by members of the LC about not receiving a fee and the cost of software changes to perform the collection.

Kevin reviewed the state of the election as it pertains to the House, House Speaker and the Senate.  

HB 326 (County Treasurer term of office), HB 412 (Taxation), HB 726 (Property Tax Freeze), SB 193(Utilities) were reviewed.  

SB 112 (Tax Foreclosures) – A letter from Gus Frangos, President of the Cuyahoga County Land Reutilization Corporation, was provided to the LC.  The letter clarified the amendment to the bill and the OLBA’s position of the amendment.  It is anticipated that this bill will move forward in Lame Duck.  

SB 354 (Foreclosure Sales) – Senator Blessing introduced this bill and is wanting this bill to move as an alternative to his stronger proposal to allow tenants the right of first refusal.  He is insistent on addressing affordable housing and investor issues during Lame Duck or next GA.  The CTAO will want to take a position on this bill.  

Old Business

The Manufactured Homes Committee has been having conversations with the Manufactured Homes Association.  Based upon those conversations, the Manufactured Homes Association will draft proposed changes which will be circulated to the LC.  Once those changes have been modified and agreed upon, and support from other associations are obtained, these will be presented to the next G.A. to try to get the changes implemented.  

New Business
Discussions held on various topics.  

Treasurer Stidham moved to adjourn. Treasurer Zumbar seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjourned 11:27 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,


Katherine Kelich, Belmont County Treasurer
CTAO Secretary
