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Minutes of Association Legislative Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: December 13, 2022
Time & Location: 10:30 A.M in person at Marriott Columbus Northwest, Dublin, Ohio

Call to Order: 10:30 a.m. by President Zumbar

Attendance: President Alex Zumbar, Stark Co.; Legislative Committee Co-Chair Dan Talarek, Lorain Co.; Lisa Dawson, Lorain Co Legislative Committee Co-Chair Barney Wright, Warren Co.;; Cheryl Brooks Sullivan, James Holmes and Hugh Cade, Franklin Co.; Robin Edwards, Champaign Co.; Ellery Elick, Pickaway Co.; J. Steve Welton, Hancock Co.; Scott Zumbrink, Darke Co.; Katherine Kelich; Belmont Co.; Caleb Stidham, Erie Co.; John McManus, Montgomery Co.;.; Donald Rankey, Jr., Delaware Co.; Rick Carr, Delaware Co..; and CTAO Executive Director Kevin Futryk from Government Advantage Group.

Present by telephone were: Denise Althauser, Hardin Co.; Brad Cromes, Portage Co.; Char Lee, Fulton Co.; Ric Wasserman, Athens Co.; Lindsay Webb, Lucas Co.; Jill Schiller, Hamilton Co.; Vicki Sefsick, Harrison Co.; Lou Ann Wannamacher, Paulding Co., Kellie Gray, Williams Co.

Approval of Minutes:
President Zumbar asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Committee’s October 25, 2022, meeting. Treasurer Elick made the motion. Second by Treasurer Welton. Motion passed unanimously. 

Legislative Report:
Chairman Talarek turned the meeting over to Mr. Kevin Futryk (hereinafter Kevin).

Kevin advised that Julia apologizes for not appearing but she is still not feeling well.  Julia is monitoring the legislature via zoom.  Sheila is not appearing as both of her kids are sick and she is home with them.  

Kevin reported on the legislation that will be addressed during lame duck:

HB 237 (County Recorders) – Currently, we are continuing to monitor.  The House Finance committee has this on their agenda for a vote this morning.  

HB 241 (Tax Foreclosures) – This is the companion to SB112.  There was a hearing last week and this is not going anywhere. 

HB 348 (Unclaimed Funds) – This was scheduled to be heard in Senate Finance committee this morning.  They canceled this morning and rescheduled that hearing because they are meeting to address the unspent ARPA funds.  This bill is a priority of Speaker-elect Derrick Merrin.  

HB 405 – This is the bill addressing electronic billing by Treasurers.  The hearing was going at the same time as the LC meeting.  It is being heard in the Senate Local Government and Elections Committee.  Chair Gavarone was willing to put in our proposed amendment language in this bill.  The most recent version of the amendment was acceptable.  The language was sent to the CAAO, CCAO, Manufactured Homes Association and Real Estate Investor Group and those groups are all fine with the bill and the language proposed.  The Banker’s League is not opposed to the language but they need to make sure that it is clear that the County has the obligation to send a paper bill.  They want to ensure that if the property owner is escrowed through the bank, the bank will continue to receive a paper bill.  CTAO’s letter of support was sent.  Julia is watching the committee activity and will advise of any action taken. 
Treasurer Cromes inquired of the process going forward.  Kevin explained that if the Senate approves the bill, it will need to go back to the House for concurrence in the Senate amendments.  If approved by the House, the bill goes to the Governor for signature.  

HB 422 (Unpaid city water/sewer/disposal fees) – After our association spent a lot of time crafting amendments that made the bill acceptable, it is likely that nothing more is happening on this bill.  As the primary sponsor to the bill is not returning to the legislature, it is not known if this bill will be introduced again next General Assembly.  

SB110 - This will be the vehicle for the unspent ARPA funds.  We will advise the committee once we know more details on how these funds will be spent.  

SB 112 (Broad Land Bank Reform) – The bill is up for its fourth hearing and possible amendments and a possible vote today in the House Ways and Means committee.  Originally, Gus Frangos told Kevin that the amendments would merely clarify existing language and he received the analysis which seems a little more substantive.  Kevin sent an email to Gus as this was more than the CTAO agreed to and the CTAO is a proponent of the bill.  Once he receives more information, he will share it with the LC.  

Old Business

Kevin reviewed the bills and the activity of the bills that were of interest to the CTAO.  He also noted the achievements of the CTAO with the legislature.  

New Business
Kevin proposed the question of what the LC would like to achieve during the next General Assembly.  Chairman Talarek noted that the Committee has been very active which shows the necessity of the participation of the members of the LC to make these changes.  Treasurer Welton noted that changes in the legislation takes time and that the members need to understand how long some of these changes have been fought for.  

Discussions held on various topics.  

Kevin indicated that the incoming President, Treasurer Zumbrink, has deemed the LC meetings in January and February will be virtual and will resume in person in March.  

President Zumbar moved to adjourn. Treasurer Kelich seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjourned 11:18 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,


Katherine Kelich, Belmont County Treasurer
CTAO Secretary
