[bookmark: _GoBack]COUNTY TREASURER’S ASSOCIATION OF OHIO
Minutes of Association Legislative Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: March 14, 2023
Time & Location: 10:30 A.M in person at Marriott Columbus Northwest, Dublin, Ohio

Call to Order: 10:31 a.m. by President Zumbrink

Attendance: President Scott Zumbrink, Darke Co.; Lorain Co Legislative Committee Co-Chair Alex Zumbar, Stark Co.; Cheryl Brooks Sullivan, Orwell Johns, Joshua Wall and Hugh Cade, Franklin Co.; Robin Edwards, Champaign Co.; Denise Althauser, Hardin Co.; Brad Cromes, Portage Co., Diane Sargent, Hocking Co.; John Burke, Medina Co.; Ellery Elick, Pickaway Co.; J. Steve Welton, Hancock Co.; Katherine Kelich; Belmont Co.; Mike Migden, Summit Co.; Frank Grafmiller, Wyandot Co.; Linsay Webb, Lucas Co.; Jill Schiller, Hamilton Co.; Andy Smarra, Union Co.; Bart Hamilton, Richland Co.; Mimy Mae Walters, Montgomery Co.; Doug Crew and Rick Carr, Delaware Co.; and CTAO Executive Director Kevin Futryk from Government Advantage Group.

Present by Zoom conference were: Legislative Committee Co-Chair Dan Talarek, Lorain Co.; Lisa Dawson, Lorain Co.; Dan Yemma, Mahoning Co.; Char Lee, Fulton Co.; Ric Wasserman, Athens Co.; Vicki Sefsick, Harrison Co.; Lou Ann Wannamacher, Paulding Co., Kellie Gray, Williams Co. and Julia Wynn from Government Advantage Group.

Approval of Minutes:
President Zumbrink asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Committee’s February 14, 2023, meeting. Treasurer Elick made the motion. Second by Treasurer Sargent. Motion passed unanimously. 

Legislative Report:
Co-Chairman Zumbar turned the meeting over to Mr. Kevin Futryk and Julia Wynn (hereinafter Kevin and Julia).

Kevin advised that the CTAO may want to consider a position on some of the bills being presented.  Kevin and Julia reported on the following legislation:

HB 1 (Tax System Rewrite) – This is a placeholder bill right now but it is the number 1 priority of the House.  This is a bill that the CTAO is still monitoring and no position has been taken.  There are a lot of organizations, particularly local governments groups coming out expressing concerns if not opposition to it.  The Auditors Association is planning on having conversations with the Speaker about their concerns and are hoping they will move him given he is a previous county auditor.  The bill is having a third hearing this afternoon so we should have more details and financials soon.  The projected loss is significant as it the bill is written now.  

HB 3 (Affordable Housing) – This is also a placeholder bill.  This bill is being tracked as it may tie in to the Manufactured Home bills at work and Homestead bills.  

There are three homestead exemption bills currently proposed which are HB 57 (Homestead Exemption), HB 60 (Homestead Exemption) and HB 90 (Homestead Exemption - Veterans).  Currently the CTAO has not taken a position on any of those bills.  Co-Chair Zumbar suggested that we continue to monitor those bills until the CTAO subcommittee meets with the County Auditor’s Association.  

HB 64 (Eminent Domain) – This bill deals primarily with takings of property for recreational trails.  This bill is being promoted by the Ohio Farm Bureau.  

HB 85 (Land Banks) – This bills differs from the other land bank reform bill proposed last G.A.  OLBA is supporting this bill.  Kevin inquired if the CTAO want to take a position on this bill.  Details of the bill were reviewed.  Treasurer Brooks Sullivan believes that a position needs to be taken.  Discussions held.  Kevin suggested that we should sit down and discuss any changes with Rep. Patton.  Pres. Zumbrink created a subcommittee to discuss this bill and determine any recommended changes that the CTAO would like to see.  Treasurer Brooks Sullivan volunteered to be part of this committee.  Pres. Zumbrink appointed Treasurer Brooks Sullivan, Treasurer Hamilton and Treasurer Lamancusa for this committee.  

HB 90 (Disabled Veterans) – This bill is currently being monitored.  

HB 93 (Utilities) – This is the bill as passed by the House version of HB 422 from last G.A., before the changes we discussed with Rep. Frazier were amended to the bill.  These changes include: 
1. Remove the immediate language to change it to disbursement twice a year in accordance with the Treasurer’s/ Auditor’s settlement schedule; 
2.  Remove any language requiring the Treasurers to collect the disposal and sewer fees as separate payments;
3.  Newly would require the municipalities to make a good faith effort to try to collect these fees at least three times.  
Rep. McClain indicated that they will wait to review our changes before requesting movement for this bill.  Kevin and Julia are meeting with Rep. Johnson this afternoon to discuss the above changes, and a couple others.

Treasurer Welton also added that the need for fees for the Treasurer to collect these charges should be added.  Discussions held.  Kevin advised that the last time this was addressed that there was a question as to a constitutional issue on adding a fee.  
After discussions, Pres. Zumbrink formed a Special Assessment Committee.

Cheryl Brooks Sullivan also asked for a committee to address any legislation that may impact a County Treasurer or the functionality of the office.  President Zumbrink formed a committee consisting of Treasurer Welton, Treasurer Brooks Sullivan, Treasurer McManus and Treasurer Burke.  

SB 25(Foreclosures) – This is a bill that we are currently an opponent on.  We did draft a letter in opposition which we have shared with the Sheriff’s Association, Auditor’s Association and the Prosecutor’s Association, basically indicating that we share the Sheriff’s concern that the current system is working, and with using the Auditor’s value as the value of property as the Auditor’s value may be three years old.  The bill has not had another hearing.

SB 36 (Foreclosures) – This bill had a proponent hearing a couple of weeks ago and that had  two proponents.  

SB 43 (Veteran Homestead Exemption) – This bill was voted out of committee last week with no opponents.  

HB 33 (Biennial Budget)  - There are no real provisions that are relevant to county treasurers but the House Finance Subcommittees are doing their work on this bill now.  The House Finance subcommittee amendments are due by April 5th and then the whole Finance Committee will hold their hearings based upon what the subcommittee recommended.  The whole bill is expected to get out of the House around April 21st.  There is a short timeline between the sub bill and then the omnibus bill.  

SB 74 (Treasurer of State) – This is a Treasurer of State omnibus bill.  There are no provisions that impact county treasurers, but we are sharing as a FYI.  

SB 76 (Landlords) – The intent of this bill is to address issues with large institutional investors that are backed by hedge funds.  The sponsors of this bill want to make sure that we can maintain the affordable  range of homes.  

One of the issues that are our top five priorities is the collection of taxes prior to the transfer of the real estate.  Kevin inquired if there can be a small subcommittee to develop the concepts how it can work then we can go to Senator Blessing to include it in this bill.  Pres. Zumbrink asked if there was an issue to constitutionality of this concept as it was brought up years ago by an Attorney/Treasurer.  Discussions held. Pres. Zumbrink appointed a committee to develop the concept/procedure for the payment of taxes prior to the transfer of Real Estate.  Those members are Treasurer Schiller, Treasurer Webb, Treasurer Sargent, Treasurer Cromes and Treasurer Smarra.

Though working with other associations, Kevin shared with Gus Francos from OLBA that we are working with the Auditor’s Association and the Manufactured Home Association on some changes to the Ohio Mfg Housing laws.  Gus shared language with us that they are looking to securing certificate of titles for abandoned manufactured/mobile homes and abatement and removal of mobile homes and vehicles.  Kevin shared our concepts and our language that we are looking at.  Kevin suggested that we should include them in future meetings since we are on the same page on these issues.  

New Business
	Manufactured Homes Statute Revisions:
Kevin is currently still waiting on the language from the Manufactured Homes Association before sharing with the group.  

	Biennial Operating Budget
As Julia advised the budget is being worked on and dates have been set for the amendments so it will be forthcoming.

STAR Ohio Update
As shared with the group, they spoke with the State Treasurer’s Office regarding the signatory changes of adding a 3rd signatory requirement which they are now removing.  


Discussions held on various topics.  

Old Business

Rick Carr advised that Doug Crew did an analysis of the Homestead Reduction in other states and will share it with the group.  

Treasurer Zumbar moved to adjourn. Treasurer Kelich seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjourned 11:30 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,



