[bookmark: _GoBack]COUNTY TREASURER’S ASSOCIATION OF OHIO
Minutes of Association Legislative Committee Meeting
Meeting Date September 12, 2023
Time & Location:  10:30 AM – Dublin Marriott
 

Call to Order:  10:40 AM by President Scott Zumbrink

Committee Members in Attendance:  Roll Call attached

Others in Attendance:  Kevin Futryk, Julia Wynn, Government Advantage Group; Tony DiMenna, Hamilton; Hugh Cade, Orvell Johns, Joshua Wall, Franklin County; Lisa Dawson, Lorain; Joe Fantozzi, Summit; Rick Karr, Delaware.

Approval of Minutes:
President Zumbrink asked for a motion to approve minutes of the Committee’s July 11, 2023 meeting.  Motion by Zumbar, second by Wright.  All in favor, motion passes unanimously.

Legislative Committee Report:
President Zumbrink turned the meeting over to co-chairs Dan Talarek and Alex Zumbar.  All committee members received Tracking Status Report prior to today’s meeting.  The report summarizes all legislation being monitored by and relevant to CTAO as well as the CTAO’s current position with regard to the legislation.  Kevin Futryk provided an overview and updates to Tracking Report.  Kevin noted the Legislature is also discussing redistricting and possible legislation to lessen the tax burden from increased property values.  

Welton questioned who, or is anyone, reviewing effects of legislation for anticipated financial outcomes and consequences as far as real estate tax relief.  Futryk responded that the Legislative Services Commission  (LSC) and the Legislative Budget Office (LBO) provide fiscal information on any bills potential financial impact.   


New Business:


Review of Recently Introduced Bill’s & Request for Position:

HB 90:
Hearing to be held today.

HB 93:
Hearing to be held today.


HB 134:
Appears will not survive.


HB187:
Hearing to be held today – two amendments being considered.  Lengthy discussion ensued on various aspects of this bill.  CAAO maintains opposition.  CTAO has not taken a position to this point.  Zumbar questioned reasons behind CAAO opposition – Julia responded, in summary saying CAAO basically does not think resolution provided in bill goes far enough to provide long term resolution.
Smarra commented entire property tax system needs overhaul.
Zumbar recommends CTAO form sub-committee to work on this.
Futryk recommends CTAO send letter to Comm Chair asking for detailed review, that all associations need to work together to arrive at acceptable resolution.

Motion by Lamancusa create sub-committee, appointed by CTAO President Zumbrink, to review any proposed legislation affecting real estate taxes and instruct CTAO Exec Director Futryk write letter to Committee Chair requesting detailed review.  Second by Stidham. 
Cromes and Talarek posed questions – Futryk and Julia responded.
All in favor, motion carries unanimously.

Zumbrink appointed committee as follows:  Alex Zumbar, Summit; Don Rankey, Delaware; Andy Smarra, Union; Brad Cromes, Portage.



HB215:
This is now a stand-alone bill and still opposed by the County Engineers Association of Ohio (CEAO.)  Lengthy discussion ensued on various aspects of this bill.  CEAO remains strongly opposed and requests all groups support their position.
Motion by McGhee to support CEAO position opposing the bill, Second by Welton.
Stidham voiced opposition to CTAO support of CEAO position and provided details why he is against, including his opinion the bill does not directly affect County Treasurers; Futryk responded county officials ask OCCO to support and if they don’t, individual associations are asked to support if so inclinded.
Lamancusa commented there are groups in support, groups remaining neutral and none opposed to CEAO position.
Cromes questioned protocol for asking OCCO to engage in support/non-support of bills; Futryk responded any association can ask the OCCO to consider a particular bill/issue be discussed at an OCCO meeting where the decision to support/oppose will be considered.
Previous Motion clarified and restated by McGhee:  instruct Exec Director Futryk write letter to CEAO supporting their position with CTAO taking no formal position on HB215.  Second by Welton remains.
Co-chair Talarek calls the question and roll call vote is taken:  Voting Nay:  Stidham, McManus, Lee.  Voting Aye:  all remaining committee members in attendance in person and on phone (see attendance roll call.)  Motion carries by 22 – 3 majority.

SB25:
Continue to monitor.

SB43:
Enacted and takes effect October 26, 2023.

SB134:
To extend the homestead property tax exemption to certain disabled veterans.

SB136:
Re-introduced from previous session, does not appear to have necessary Republican support.  Other forms of property tax relief being considered.

Barney Wright opened a discussion regarding possible legislation preventing delinquent taxpayers, LLCs, etc from purchasing properties at Sheriff Sale.
Lamancusa advised he has encountered similar problems.
Webb advised same and is in favor of legislative remedy, spoke to a possible additional provision to add to the bill.
Futryk shared conversation he and Julia had with Senator Blessing on this issue.
Julia relayed potential changes being proposed:  include ghost properties, purchasers must sign affidavit certifying no delinquent property taxes prior to purchase.
Motion by Stidham to support changes, Second by Zumbar.  Motion passes unanimously.

Julia shared Senate Select committee discussions regarding housing supply shortage.  Questions from Lamancusa and Welton, Julia responded.

Smarra:  should we ask legislature to reconsider current County Treasurer COLA? Kevin noted this is a topic was raised with OCCO already and he will raise again at their meeting on Septebmer 13th.
Futryk indicated he received a request from Treasurer Frank Grafmiller about the need for clarification of first day of County Treasurer term per O.R.C., i.e. first Monday vs. Labor Day holiday.  Grafmiller was informed that his first day in office was September 2nd because of the Labor Day holiday.  Discussion ensued re: ORC being very clear the term of office begins on the first day of September following the prior November discussion.


Manufactured Homes Statute Revisions:

Treasurer Cromes updated revisions continuing to be discussed.  


Old Business:

There was no old business for discussion.


There was no further business to come before the committee.  Motion to adjourn by Stidham,                               second by Zumbar.  All in favor, motion passes unanimously.

Meeting adjourned:  11:35 AM


Respectfully submitted,



Daniel R. Yemma, Mahoning County Treasurer
CTAO Secretary










