COUNTY TREASURER’S ASSOCIATION OF OHIO
Minutes of Association Legislative Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: October 10, 2023
Time & Location:  10:30 AM – Virtual Zoom
 

Call to Order:  10:37 AM by 1st Vice-President Denise Althauser.  President Zumbrink asked to be excused as he was harvesting the crops on his farm.

Committee Members in Attendance:  Roll Call attached

Others in Attendance:  Kevin Futryk, Julia Wynn, Government Advantage Group; Tony DiMenna, Hamilton; Hugh Cade, Franklin County; Joe Fantozzi, Summit; Kellie Gray, (Williams); Rick Karr, Delaware.

Approval of Minutes:
Vice-Pres Althauser asked for a motion to approve minutes of the Committee’s September 12, 2023 meeting.  Motion by Zumbar, second by Maki-Cliff.  All in favor, motion passes unanimously.  Vice-Pres Althauser asked for a motion to approve minutes of the Committee’s October 2, 2023 special meeting.  Motion by Maki-Cliff, second by McManus.  All in favor, motion passes unanimously.

Legislative Committee Report:
Vice -President Althauser turned the meeting over to co-chairs Dan Talarek and Alex Zumbar.  All committee members received Tracking Status Report prior to today’s meeting.  The report summarizes all legislation being monitored by and relevant to CTAO as well as the CTAO’s current position with regard to the legislation.  Kevin Futryk provided an overview and updates to Tracking Report.  

Kevin and Julia provided status updates for the following House Bills #57, 90, 93, 134, 153, 215, 263 and 274 and Senate Bills #17, 43, 91, 120, 134, and 136.


New Business:


Review of Recently Introduced Bill’s & Request for Position:


HB187/SB153:
HB187 moving forward despite the CTAO letter asking for pause and consider more long term resolution.  CAAO still strongly objects and wants CTAO continuing support of their efforts.  Kevin suggested we send a letter to the Senate committee considering SB 153 similar to that which we sent to the House committee regarding these bills.  CAAO is requesting we jointly send a letter with them to the entire House objecting to administrative requirements and increased administrative burden place upon County Auditors and County Treasurers by the current proposals.  Motion to do so by Smarra, second by Welton.  All in favor, motion passes unanimously.

CTAO DRAFT Delinquent Tax Payment bill:
Julia opened discussion by reminding members the provisions of the bill draft, including that it requires an affidavit from a potential property purchaser at sheriff sale or for any property transfer stating they have no delinquent real estate taxes.  Changes to this bill as requested by CTAO have been added but the LC was asked for input on two additional possible provisions:
1) Do we want the affidavit to state the individual has confirmed there is no delinquency,  or state “…to the best of their knowledge…” there is no delinquency?
Cromes believes both phrases should be used: that the language should include reference to the fact they have checked their payment status and to the best of their knowledge there exists no delinquency; 
Brooks-Sullivan questioned as to ramifications of violation of the affidavit?  Julia responded this would most likely fall under guilty of falsification.
Smarra expanded on Brooks-Sullivan question.
Webb remarked as to level of intent of the falsification.
Cromes also expressed concern about the language regarding estimated taxes. Julia clarified the estimated tax language only applies to the splitting of ghost properties.

2) Do we want language to allow for payment of existing delinquency therefore allowing for purchase?
Zumbar is opposed.
Cromes agrees with accepting payment.
There was varied subsequent discussion on this.  Kevin and Julia clarified for purposes of this bill tax liability follows the individual rather than the property.  Karr questioned various circumstances of delinquent taxpayers.  Overall general consensus is to allow payment to return taxpayer’s ability to purchase with the ability for the taxpayer to check a box for special circumstances that would exempt them from the prohibition if justified. Both will be added to the bill. 

Julia remarked co-sponsorship for this bill is being sought and asked we contact our State Senators for support and possible co-sponsorship.

Motion to advance the two changes as discussed by Talarek, second by Zumbar. All in favor, motion passes unanimously.

SB25:
CTAO is currently opposed and being asked by Private Selling Officers (PSO) not to oppose if a series of amendments are offered to remove our objections.  There is agreement to include two amendments requested by CTAO.  Motion by Elick to move CTAO position from opposed to neutral with inclusion of previously discussed amendments, second by McManus.  Brooks-Sullivan commented on her experience in this field and supports neutrality.  All in favor, motion passes unanimously.

Possible Re-introduction of Change to Term of County Treasurer Bill:
Maki-Cliff commented on discussions she has had with Rep. Sarah Fowler Arthur who is talking about introducing her bill from the last GA again this year.  Initial discussions not very productive but eventually was able to at least have her gain some understanding as to the various reasons we are opposed.
There were many comments on problems inherent with this proposition from Karr, Talarek, Welton, Smarra, & Kevin. 
Kevin advised he had received inquiry from LSC, at the request of the bill’s sponsor, to provide data for the last 10 years on the number of treasurers who have been through an office transition like what happened in Ashtabula County.  Kevin offered that he shared that since 2019 half of the county treasurers are new, and to the best of his knowledge, none of them have had any issues with their transition.  Kevin also relayed many of the issues involved and the fact this bill is unnecessary.
Smarra asked if there are co-sponsors – not at this point.

Manufactured Homes Statute Revisions:

There has been no update from Manufactured Homes Association.  


Old Business:

Smarra inquired as to any discussion on a COLA increase for officials that may have taken place during OCCO meeting – there was nothing substantial.


There was no further business to come before the committee.  Motion to adjourn by Zumbar,                               second by Elick.  All in favor, motion passes unanimously.

Meeting adjourned:  11:26 AM


[bookmark: _GoBack]Respectfully submitted,



Daniel R. Yemma, Mahoning County Treasurer
CTAO Secretary










