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The Challenge…



Decimation.

3



Decimation.
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IMPACT: In THEIR Words

“As this analysis demonstrates, a constitutional amendment to 
abolish local property taxes, with no plan to replace the lost 
revenues, would quite literally “defund” the police – and fire 
departments, schools, libraries, senior centers, and other 
local government services – in our communities statewide.”
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IMPACT: In THEIR Words

“You know, the number one question we get is … ‘how 
are you going to replace all of these property taxes 
anywhere from 20 to 24 billion that we have heard?’

And our first answer is: we’re not going to replace it. 
What we are looking for is we are looking for 
government to be cut their spending – cut spending is 
what we are pushing for.”

- Brian Massie, Ax OH Tax

https://fox8.com/news/inside-the-push-to-abolish-property-taxes-in-ohio/



Will They MAKE THE BALLOT?
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“Campaigns looking to amend Ohio’s constitution 
have until July 1 to submit at least 413,488 valid 
signatures to qualify for the 2026 ballot. … Massie 
said the group will decide by mid-June whether it has 
enough support to move forward this year or wait and 
try again in 2027.”



Will They MAKE THE BALLOT?
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In their favor:
   
  Voter frustration on this issue is sky-high

   Short and simple petition language

   No alternative = nothing to pick apart

   Statewide activist network



Will They MAKE THE BALLOT?
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Working against them:

 Challenging signature requirements

 No professionals involved

 No money backing them (that we can see)

 Strong coalition has formed to oppose the 
concept



Will They MAKE THE BALLOT?
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Regardless of what happens this year, this issue 
isn’t going away. We can expect property tax 
reform to be front-and-center on the minds of 
voters and politicians alike in the months ahead.



To the RESCUE
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Ohioans to Protect Public Services is a 
broad-based statewide coalition of more than 
65 organizations including representatives of 
police, fire, and emergency medical personnel; 
educators; caregivers for seniors, children and 
people with disabilities; health care providers; 
libraries; parks; business and labor; local elected 
officials; Democrats and Republicans.
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Ohio A. Philip Randolph Institute (APRI) Cuyahoga County Mayors and City Managers Association

AFSCME Ohio Council 8 Emergency Management Association of Ohio

Alliance for High Quality Education Greater Cleveland Partnership

Associated General Contractors of Ohio Honesty for Ohio Education

Association of Ohio Health Commissioners Northeast Ohio Mayors and City Managers Association

Buckeye Association of School Administrators Northern Ohioans for Budget Legislation Equality

Buckeye State Sheriffs' Association Ohio AFL-CIO

Cincinnati Parent Empowerment Network (CPEN) Ohio Alliance for Retired Americans Educational Fund

Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority Ohio Association of Area Agencies of Aging

Coalition of Black Trade Unionists - Region 5 Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police

Coalition of Large Ohio Urban Townships Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities

Coalition of Ohio Rural and Appalachian Schools Ohio Assoc. of County Boards of Developmental Disabilities

Columbus Chamber of Commerce Ohio Association of Professional Firefighters

Communications Workers of America Ohio Association of Public School Employees

County Auditors' Association of Ohio Ohio Association of School Business Officials

County Commissioners Association of Ohio Ohio Association of Senior Centers

County Engineers Association of Ohio Ohio Business Roundtable

List current as of 4/28/26
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Ohio Chapter, American Society of Landscape Architects Ohio Job and Family Services Directors' Association

Ohio Children's Hospital Association Ohio Library Council

Ohio Civil Service Employees Association Ohio Manufacturers' Association

Ohio Clerk of Courts Association Ohio Mayors Alliance

Ohio Coalition on Black Civic Participation Ohio Municipal League

Ohio Conference of the American Assoc. of Univ. Professors Ohio Nurses Association

Ohio Contractors Association Ohio Parks and Recreation Association

Ohio Council of Behavioral Health & Family Services Providers Ohio Realtors

Ohio Council of County Officials Ohio School Boards Association

Ohio Council of Retail Merchants Ohio State Building & Construction Trades Council

Ohio Education Association Ohio State Coroners Association

Ohio Environmental Council Ohio Township Association

Ohio Equal Rights Ohio Travel Association

Ohio Federation of Teachers Parents United for Public Schools

Ohio Fire Chiefs' Association Public Children Services Association of Ohio

Ohio Hospital Association The Ohio 8 Coalition 

List current as of 4/28/26



OUR GOAL
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Persuade most Ohioans to agree with the 
following statement:

Property taxes are a serious concern, but this is 
not a viable solution and must be rejected.



KEY MESSAGES
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1.  Property taxes are a serious concern, but abolishing them 
altogether with no replacement plan is not a viable solution.

2. Abolishing property taxes will trigger big hikes in income and 
sales taxes.  

3.  Public safety is on the chopping block.

4. There is no way to eliminate property taxes without cutting 
classrooms and hurting school children. 

5. This hurts seniors — directly and immediately. 

6. It guts services for Ohioans with developmental disabilities.

7. It’s catastrophic for at-risk kids and families who depend on 
county services. 



KEY MESSAGES (Continued)
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8. Local library, park, and health district budgets will be 
gutted. 

9.  Economic development initiatives will be thwarted. 

10. It wipes out stable local funding and forces reliance on 
less stable taxes that crash in downturns — just when 
needs rise. 

11. It undermines local control and accountability. 

12. It creates legal and financial fallout that will cost 
taxpayers more. 

13.  Voids specific voter-approved road and bridge levies to 
fund local roadway construction and maintenance in areas 
covering more than half of Ohio’s population. 



OUR UNIFIED MESSAGE
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Members of our broad-based coalition fully recognize the need 
for property tax reform. However, abruptly eliminating two thirds 
of all tax revenue for critical local services, with no plan to 
replace the lost revenue, is not the way to do it. 

Every Ohioan relies daily on essential services that are funded by 
property taxes — police, fire, and EMS services, road 
maintenance, senior care, public schools, services for at-risk 
kids and those with developmental disabilities, local parks, and 
more. 

Abolishing property taxes sounds good on the surface. But doing 
so without a plan for what comes next will only create chaos and 
trigger big increases in sales and income taxes, drastic 
reductions in local services, or both.
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WEBSITE
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WEBSITE
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SOCIAL SHARE GRAPHICS
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FLYERS | ALL-PURPOSE
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FLYERS | TOPIC SPECIFIC
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FLYERS | TOPIC SPECIFIC
TOP HALF
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FLYERS | TOPIC SPECIFIC
BOTTOM HALF
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ProtectPublicServices.org
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